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value ought to be set by the market and by
the conditions inherent in our respective
economies. And our economy is very strong
and is getting stronger. But the policy, the
stated policy—and not only the stated policy
but the strong belief of this administration
is that we have a strong dollar.

Well, listen, thank you all. Alphonso, con-
gratulations.

Deputy Secretary Jackson. Thank you,
Mr. President.

The President. | appreciate you coming.

NoTe: The President spoke at 2:40 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to former Prime Minister
Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Palestinian
Authority; and James A. Baker 111, the President’s
personal envoy on lIragi debt resolution.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

December 6

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

December 8

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he had separate tele-
phone conversations with President Umar
Hasan Ahmad al-Bashir of Sudan and Sudan
People’s Liberation Movement Chairman
Dr. John Garang to discuss the Sudan peace
process.

Later in the morning, the President made
a surprise drop-by visit during Mrs. Bush’s
interview with Larry King of CNN.

In the afternoon, the President met with
Secretary of the Treasury John W. Snow,
Postmaster General John E. Potter, and
members of the President’s Commission on
the U.S. Postal Service to discuss postal re-
form. Later, on the State Floor, the President
and Mrs. Bush hosted a Christmas reception
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and program for children of U.S. military
personnel.

In the evening, on the State Floor, the
President hosted the Congressional Ball.

December 9

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, on the South Lawn,
he and Mrs. Bush participated in an arrival
ceremony for Premier Wen Jiabao of China.
The President and Premier Wen then met
in the Oval Office. Later in the morning, in
the Cabinet Room, the President and Pre-
mier Wen met with U.S. and Chinese eco-
nomic officials to discuss economic and trade
issues.

In the afternoon, in the Residence, the
President had lunch with Premier Wen.
Later, in Room 450 at the Dwight D. Eisen-
hower Executive Office Building, he
dropped by a meeting between National Se-
curity Adviser Condoleezza Rice and the
U.S.-Sub-Saharan Africa Trade and Eco-
nomic Cooperation Forum to discuss the Af-
rican Growth and Opportunity Act.

In the evening, at the John F. Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts, the Presi-
dent and Mrs. Bush attended a joint per-
formance by the National Symphony Orches-
tra and the Iraqi National Symphony Orches-
tra.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Lisa Marie Kruska to be Assistant
Secretary of Labor for Public Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Donald Lee Korb to be Chief
Counsel for the Internal Revenue Service
and Assistant General Counsel in the De-
partment of the Treasury.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert Scott Jepson, Jr., Paul
Byron Jones, and Charles Leon Kolby to be
members of the Internal Revenue Service
Oversight Board.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Robert A. Martinez as a member of
the Board of Governors of the United Service
Organizations, Inc.

The President declared a major disaster in
the U.S. Virgin Islands and ordered Federal
aid to supplement Territory recovery efforts
in the area struck by severe storms, flooding,
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landslides, and mudslides on November 10—
16.

The President declared a major disaster in
Virginia and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment Commonwealth and local recovery ef-
forts in the area struck by severe storms and
flooding on November 18-19.

December 10

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing followed by a National Secu-
rity Council meeting. Later, he met with Sec-
retary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld.

During the day, the President had separate
telephone conversations with President
Vladimir Putin of Russia, President Jacques
Chirac of France, and Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder of Germany to discuss his appoint-
ment of James A. Baker 111 as his personal
envoy on the issue of Iraqi debt.

December 11

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. He also had separate tele-
phone conversations with outgoing Prime
Minister Jean Chretien of Canada, to con-
gratulate him on his service to the Canadian
people, and with Prime Minister Silvio
Berlusconi of Italy, to discuss the situation
in Iraq and the President’s appointment of
James A. Baker 111 as his personal envoy on
the issue of Iraqi debt.

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to McLean, VA.

In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC.

In the evening, the President attended a
holiday dinner.

The President announced his designation
of Kirk Van Tine as Acting Deputy Secretary
of Transportation.

The President announced his designation
of Neil McPhie as Vice Chairman of the
Merit Systems Protection Board.

December 12

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing and then met with Secretary
of State Colin L. Powell. Later, he dropped
by a White House meeting between Sec-
retary of the Interior Gale A. Norton, Sec-
retary of Agriculture Ann M. Veneman,
Council on Environmental Quality Chairman
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James L. Connaughton, and wildlife con-
servation leaders.

In the afternoon, the President greeted
winners of the 2003 MATHCOUNTS Na-
tional Competition. Later, he attended holi-
day receptions.

In the evening, the President attended a
holiday reception for members of the U.S.
Secret Service. Later, he traveled to Camp
David, MD.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted December 9

Samuel W. Bodman,

of Massachusetts, to be Deputy Secretary of
the Treasury, vice Kenneth W. Dam, re-
signed.

LaFayette Collins,

of Texas, to be U.S. Marshal for the Western
District of Texas for the term of 4 years, vice
Jack O. Dean.

Peter W. Hall,

of Vermont, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the
Second Circuit, vice Fred 1. Parker, de-
ceased.

Robert Jepson,

of Georgia, to be a member of the Internal
Revenue Service Oversight Board for a term
expiring September 14, 2008, vice Karen
Hastie Williams, term expired.

Paul Jones,

of Colorado, to be a member of the Internal
Revenue Service Oversight Board for a term
expiring September 14, 2008, vice Charles
L. Kolbe, term expired.

Rhonda Keenum,
of Mississippi, to be Assistant Secretary of
Commerce and Director General of the



